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Abstract

Women'’s participation in allied agricultural activities has emerged as a critical factor in
strengthening rural livelihoods and promoting inclusive development. In agrarian communities such as
the Aagri community of Thane district, women play a significant yet often under-recognized role in
sustaining household economies through dairy farming, fisheries, vegetable cultivation, poultry farming,
and agro-processing activities. The present study examines the socio-economic impact of women’s
participation in allied agricultural activities on household income, decision-making power, and social
status. The study is based on primary data collected from 100 women respondents selected from rural
areas of Thane district using a structured questionnaire and personal interviews. Descriptive statistical
tools such as percentages and tabular analysis were employed. The findings reveal that women’s
engagement in allied agricultural activities has resulted in a substantial increase in household income,
enhanced participation in family decision-making, and improved social recognition. The study concludes
that strengthening women-centered allied agricultural activities can serve as a sustainable pathway for
rural development and aligns closely with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1, 5, and 8.
Keywords: Allied agriculture, Women empowerment, Aagri community, Rural development, Thane
district

Introduction

Agriculture continues to be the backbone of rural India; however, increasing
production costs, climatic uncertainties, fragmented landholdings, and market instability have
reduced the viability of agriculture as a sole source of livelihood. In this context, allied
agricultural activities such as dairy farming, fisheries, vegetable cultivation, poultry farming,
and agro-processing have gained importance as supplementary income sources.
Women constitute a significant proportion of the agricultural workforce, particularly in
traditional agrarian communities. The Aagri community of Maharashtra, especially in Thane
district, has historically depended on agriculture and allied activities. Despite their extensive
contribution, women’s economic roles often remain invisible and undervalued. Recognizing and
analyzing women’s participation in allied agricultural activities is therefore essential for
understanding rural livelihood sustainability and women’s empowerment.

Review of Literature

Chambers and Conway (1992) emphasized the importance of diversified livelihood
strategies, including allied agricultural activities, for achieving sustainable rural livelihoods.
Ellis (2000) highlighted that income diversification reduces vulnerability among rural
households.

Several studies (Desai, 2018; FAO, 2019) have established that women’s
participation in income-generating activities enhances household welfare, food security, and
social status. NABARD (2021) reported that women-led dairy and Self-Help Group (SHG)
activities significantly contribute to rural income generation.
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However, community-specific studies focusing on
the Aagri community of Thane district remain
limited. This study attempts to bridge this gap by
providing empirical evidence on women’s
participation and its socio-economic impact.

Research Problem

Despite their active involvement in
allied agricultural activities, women from the Aagri
community face limited recognition, restricted
access to resources, and inadequate decision-
making power. The socio-economic outcomes of
their participation are insufficiently documented,
particularly at the micro-level.

Objectives of the Study

1. To examine the nature and extent of women’s
participation in allied agricultural activities.

2. To analyze the impact of such participation on
household income.

3. To assess changes in women’s role in household
decision-making.

Results and Discussion

Table 1: Socio-Economic Profile of Women Respondents.
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4. To evaluate the overall socio-economic
empowerment of women.

Research Methodology

e Study Area - The study was conducted in
selected rural villages of Thane district,
Maharashtra, predominantly inhabited by the
Aagri community.

e Sample Size - A total of 100 women
respondents engaged in allied agricultural
activities
were selected using simple random sampling.

e Data Collection - Primary data were collected
through a structured questionnaire and
personal interviews. Secondary data were
obtained from books, journals, government
reports, and NABARD publications.

e Tools of Analysis - Percentage analysis and
descriptive interpretation were used.

o Ethics Statement - All respondents
participated voluntarily, and informed consent
was obtained. Photographs and information
were used solely for academic purposes.

Sr. No Indicatoe Category Percentage (%)
1 18-30 Years 28
2 Age 31-45 Years 46
3 46 Years & above 26
4 Illiterate 22
5 Education Primary 38
6 Secondary & above 40
Interpretation:

The majority of respondents (46%) belong to the economically active age group of 3145 years. A
relatively higher level of education among 40% of women has positively influenced their participation in allied

agricultural activities.

Table 2: Distribution of Women by Allied Agricultural Activities

;I; Agriculture Allied Activities Percentage (%)
1 Dairy Farming 32
2 Vegetable Cultivation 26
3 Fisheries 18
4 Poultry Farming 14
5 Agro-Processing 10
Total 100
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Figure 1: Distribution of Women Respondents by Allied Agricultural Activities (Pie Chart) Pie Chart Data

(Use directly in journal software):
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Vegetable Cultivation - 26%

Figure Caption:

Agro-Processing - 10%

Poultry Farming - 14%

Fisheries - 18%

Figure 1: Distribution of Women Respondents by Allied Agricultural Activities

Interpretation:

The pie chart indicates that dairy farming and vegetable cultivation account for the highest
participation among women. These activities are locally resource-based, require relatively low capital
investment, and allow women to balance household responsibilities with income-generating work.

Table 3: Change in Household Income After Women's Participation

Sr. No Income Change Percentage (%)
1 Significant Increase 68
2 Slight Increase 22
3 No Change 10
Total 100

Interpretation:

Nearly 68% of households reported a significant increase in income after women’s involvement in
allied agricultural activities, highlighting the strong economic contribution of women.

Table 4: Women'’s Participation in Household Decision-Making

Sr. No Decision Area Yes(%)
1 Household Expenditure 72
2 Children's Education 66
3 Business Related Decisions 54

Interpretation:

Women’s economic participation has
translated into greater involvement in household
decision-making, particularly in expenditure and
education-related matters, reflecting enhanced

empowerment.

Linkage with Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs)

SDG 1 (No Poverty): Increased household income
through allied activities

SDG 5 (Gender Equality): Enhanced decision-
making power and social status

SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth):
Promotion of rural women'’s entrepreneurship

Conclusion
The study clearly demonstrates that
women’s participation in allied agricultural
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activities has a positive and multidimensional
impact on the socio-economic conditions of the
Aagri community in Thane district. Increased
income, improved decision-making power, and
enhanced social recognition collectively contribute
to women’s empowerment and sustainable rural
development. Strengthening institutional support,
access to credit, training, and market linkages can
further enhance the role of women in allied
agriculture. The study provides valuable insights
for policymakers, development agencies, and
researchers working in the field of rural
development and gender studies.
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