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Abstract 

Education is both a stand-alone objective (SDG 4) and an accelerator for the 2030 Agenda. India’s 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 proposes systemic reforms from early childhood to higher education 

that intersect multiple SDGs through equity, competency-based learning, multilingual pedagogy, vocational 

integration, and research ecosystems. Using documentary analysis of official policy instruments and 

monitoring frameworks (NEP 2020; National Curriculum Framework, 2023; NIPUN Bharat; PM-SHRI; 

NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index 2023–24), this paper (i) maps core NEP provisions to priority SDG targets 

and indicators, (ii) reviews the post-2020 implementation architecture and progress signals, and (iii) outlines 

a policy roadmap focused on foundational learning, teacher development, financing, multilingual pathways, 

green and digital public goods, and measurement. We find strong conceptual alignment with SDG 4 and 

material cross-linkages to SDGs 3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17; however, the pace of foundational learning, 

capacity for competency-based pedagogy, and predictable financing remain binding constraints to 2030. 

Keywords: SDG 4, NEP 2020, NCF 2023, NIPUN Bharat, PM-SHRI, foundational literacy and numeracy, 

multilingual education, SDG India Index, India 

Introduction 

The Sustainable Development Goals (2015–2030) position quality, equitable, and 

inclusive education as SDG 4, while recognizing education’s multiplier effects on health (SDG 3), 

gender equality (SDG 5), decent work (SDG 8), innovation (SDG 9), reduced inequalities (SDG 10), 

responsible consumption (SDG 12), climate action (SDG 13), institutions (SDG 16), and 

partnerships (SDG 17). NEP 2020 reframes India’s system around holistic development, a 5+3+3+4 

school structure, competency-based curricula, and a public financing aspiration of 6% of GDP, 

with explicit emphasis on inclusion of socio-economically disadvantaged groups (Ministry of 

Education [MoE], 2020). 

Literature and Policy Context 

Since 2020, NEP implementation has proceeded via: 

● The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023, operationalizing competency-based 

learning and mother-tongue-led early education (NCERT, 2023); 

● NIPUN Bharat for universal foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) by 2026–27 (MoE, 

2021); and 

● PM-SHRI exemplar schools to demonstrate NEP practices at scale (Press Information Bureau 

[PIB], 2025). 

NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index 2023–24 offers a national framework for comparative 

performance and localization—relevant for aligning education reforms with sub-national 

planning and monitoring (NITI Aayog, 2024). 

Methods 

We conducted a structured documentary analysis of India’s education policy instruments and SDG 

monitoring frameworks (NEP 2020; NCF-SE 2023; NIPUN Bharat guidelines;  
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PM-SHRI official updates; SDG India Index 2023–24). 

Each document was coded for reform domains 

(access, equity, pedagogy, assessment, teacher 

development, financing, governance, skills/higher 

education) and mapped to relevant SDG targets and 

indicators. This allowed us to generate a policy–SDG 

alignment matrix and synthesize implementation 

signals. 

 

Results: Policy–SDG Alignment Map 

NEP/Scheme Provision SDG Target Linkage 
Mechanism..of 

Contribution 
Primary Instrument 

Universal ECCE & FLN (by 

Grade 3) 
4.1, 4.2, 4.6 

Early literacy/numeracy 

lowers dropout, raises 

learning 

NEP..2020;...NIPUN Bharat 

(2021) 

5+3+3+4...structure; 

competency curricula 
4.1, 4.7 

Competencies..incl. 

sustainability..& citizenship 
NCF-SE 2023 

Mother-tongue/home 

language in early grades 
4.5 

Inclusion..& 

comprehension..for SEDGs 
NEP 2020;...NCF-SE 2023 

Inclusion of SEDGs 4.5, 10.2 Reduces inequality NEP 2020 

Vocational..integration; 

Academic..Bank..of Credits 
4.4, 8.5, 9.5 

Skills..&..innovation 

ecosystems 
NEP 2020 

Teacher..development..& 

school complexes 
4.c, 4.1 Pedagogical capacity NEP...2020;...NCF-SE 2023 

PM-SHRI..exemplar schools 4.1, 4.7, 13.3 
Climate..literacy..& 

sustainability practices 
PM-SHRI 

6% of GDP target 4.a, 4.c 
Finance..for..teachers..& 

infrastructure 
NEP 2020 

UDISE+..&..SDG dashboards 17.18, 16.6 Monitoring..& accountability SDG..India..Index 2023–24 

 Discussion 

Strong conceptual alignment. NEP 2020 aligns 

directly with SDG 4 and connects to SDGs 3, 5, 8, 9, 

10, 12, 13, 16, and 17 (MoE, 2020; NCERT, 2023). 

Binding constraints. Three risks could impede 2030 

trajectories: 

1. Pace of FLN—requires sustained teacher 

coaching and diagnostics (MoE, 2021). 

2. Teacher development & assessment capacity—

DIET/SCERT ecosystems must scale competency 

pedagogy (NCERT, 2023). 

3. Predictable financing—requires transparent, 

equity-sensitive allocation to meet the 6% GDP 

aspiration (MoE, 2020). 

Opportunities. PM-SHRI’s green practices (solar, 

sustainability audits) and digital public goods 

(Academic Bank of Credits) position schools as hubs 

for climate literacy and lifelong learning (PIB, 2025). 

Conclusion 

NEP 2020 provides a coherent framework to 

accelerate SDG 4 and catalyze progress across the 

SDG matrix. The next five years should prioritize 

foundational literacy and numeracy, teacher 

development, multilingual rollout, equity financing, 

PM-SHRI green practices, and SDG-aligned 

monitoring. With these strategies, India can convert 

policy intent into measurable, equitable outcomes by 

2030. 
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