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Abstract :

The major concern of this paper is to find out the reflection of nature in Rabindranath Tagore’s collection of
famous poem Gitanjali the (Song of offering ) this is the age where ecological degradation is one of the most
threating issue. Rabindranath Tagore’s poem Gitanjali represents the bounty of nature rooted in Indian
philosophy and Spiritual tradition .Tagore shows an intricate relationship between nature and human
consciousness . The paper draws the insights from the modern Echo -critical theory and Indian
environmental thought. The analysis of this paper repudiates the anthropocentric view and offers more
inclusive eco-centric view. This paper examines how the poem Gitanjali gives poetic insights that promotes
an environmental reverence and humility which found strongly relevant in the context of environmental
crisis in the modern day .
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Objectives :
1] To explore the representation of nature in the poem Gitanjali
2] To Identify philosophical and spiritual dimension of nature in Tagore's poem Gitanjali

Methodology

The present study uses qualitative and descriptive and interpretive method to unfold the
underlying ecological consciousness in the poem. It also uses close textual analysis and eco -critical
framework to examine relationship between nature and human.

Introduction :

Rabindranath Tagore is one of the most famous writer in Indian and World literature. He is known
as Gurudev .he was a multi -dimensional personality as poet ,philosopher, novelist playwright,
composer Painter and educationist . He is the first non-European writer who received Nobel prize
for literature in 1913 for his deeply spiritual and lyrical work Gitanjali( song of offering). He
eventually , trust in the unity of human and nature. Tagore finds the divine presence in all the
forms of the nature . He thought that nature is a sacred and it needs to be revered . The vision of
Rabindranath Tagore deeply grounded in both Indian spiritual thought and environmental
consciousness movement. Tagore’s Gitanjali, in particular, a magnum opus where the natural and
divine blends . The poetry of Tagore underscore the significance of ecological consciousness
sethical living and spiritual reflection in the 21t century.

Man, God, and Nature are fundamentally One :

Tagore never considered nature to be unfriendly to humans. He firmly believed in the
fundamental unity of man and the outside world, as do all mystics. According to Vedantic
terminology, nature and man are two facets of the Absolute, Prakriti and Purusha. Realizing God
comes from meditating on nature or a particular aspect of it.

In his understanding of nature, Tagore appears to recognize the world's harmony and
unity as well as the kindliness of nature. According to Tagore, God's melody is found in nature. It
elevates man. In the end, man and nature are intertwined. Therefore, according to his metaphysics,
the body does not turn into a tomb from which the soul must be freed. The soul expresses itself
through the body. The playground of nature is where man has constructed his soul.
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When we silently revere the living presence that
manifests itself through the majesty of nature. The
poet gives his ecological vision in his poem
number- 11 that he shows the harmonious
relationship of a man with nature and rejects and
anthropocentrism- man-centered view. The poet
views the presence of divinity amid the fields, with
farmers, and nature and labour .

Poet says,” Leave this chanting and singing and
telling of beads 'whom dost thou worship in this
lonely dark corner with doors all shut? [P.11] It is
a clear call to locate the sacred in the every day
Earth, or life is not in isolated rituals’ .

“The morning sea of silence broke into ripples of
bird songs; and the flowers were all merry by the
roadside; and the wealth of gold was scattered
through the rift of the clouds while we busily
went on our way and paid no heed.” (P.55)

This line clearly indicates the sensibility of nature of
the subtle sounds of nature. The poet presents the
power of communication of nature. Tagore shows
that nature communicates with rhythm and grace.
This lines also shows spiritual awakening through
the nature as he suggest that the “sea of silence” and
‘bird songs’ suggest a meditative space and
awakening, joy and life’s vibrancy respectively. The
poet keeps himself as a listener rather than a
controller of nature. It shows the humility about

ecology.
Tagore poem no, 12 Speak about interconnection
between nature and human. He Strongly

emphasizes that human can not separate himself
from the nature. The life is the part and parcel of
nature . All life is a part of one web.

‘The traveller has to knock at every alien door
come to his own and each foreign shore is nearer
to his own "[.p. 13 ]

Tagore in his poem no. 69 affirms the co-existence
between human and the planet. He does not show
the separate existence of human from the world.
he asserts that all life is associated to each other
and shares a common flow. Our indigenous
ecological philosophies view the planet as a living
and interconnected
The poet says that , ‘the same stream of life that
runs through a veins night and day runs through
the world and dances in rhythmic measures '(p.
81).

Conclusion:

In the poem Gitanjali Tagore
emphasizes that nature is sacred ,active and vocal.
The poet sees the divinity present every aspects of
nature like rivers, trees, clouds, mountains and so
on. This view of Tagore offers interconnections,
reverence and sustainability about nature and gives
an alternative to modem ecological alienation. Thus
Tagore is an exceptional nature poet in many

organism.
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respects. He has a broad, multifaceted, and
grounded love of nature. His meticulousness of
observation and description is what distinguishes
his depictions of nature. Since he believes that
nature is the primordial repository of all life, he
frequently identifies with it and uses it to represent
the abstract and the human. This is what makes him
special and unique. However, his brilliance as a
nature poet has not yet been acknowledged to its
fullest extent. A proper understanding of his
greatness and contribution in this area has been
obstructed by his reputation as a great mystic,
philosopher, and religious teacher.
Acknowledgement

I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude
to all those who have contributed directly or
indirectly to the completion of this research paper
entitled “Nature's Voice in Gitanjali: An Ecological
Perspective.”

First and foremost, I am grateful to my respected
guide, colleagues, and the Department of English,
ACS College, Gangakhed, for their valuable
guidance, encouragement, and support throughout
this work.

I am also indebted to the scholars and authors
whose works have provided valuable insights and
references for this study. My sincere thanks go to
my family and friends for their constant motivation
and understanding during the preparation of this
paper.

Finally, I acknowledge with humility the inspiration
drawn from the works of Rabindranath Tagore,
whose poetic vision of nature continues to enlighten
and guide us toward ecological awareness and
spiritual harmony.

Financial support:
Nil
Conflicts of interest

The authors declare that there are no conflicts of
interest regarding the publication of this paper.

References :

1. Tagore, Rabindranath. Gitanjali. = Rupa
Publications, 2003.

2. Abrams, M. H,, and Geoffrey Galt Harpham. A
Glossary of Literary Terms. Cengage Learning,
2015.

3. Dutta, Krishna, and Andrew Robinson.
Rabindranath Tagore: The Myriad-Minded
Man. Bloomsbury, 1996.

4. Hogan, Patrick Colm. Colonialism and Cultural
Identity: Crises of Tradition in the Anglophone
Literatures of India, Africa, and the Caribbean.
SUNY Press, 2000.

© 2025 Bulletin of Nexus| Published by: Royal International Global LLC (USA)

42


https://bnir.us/

10.

11.

12.

13.

© 2025 Bulletin of Nexus| Published by: Royal International Global LLC (USA)

Mukherjee, Ankhi. Aesthetic Hysteria: The
Great Neurosis in Victorian Melodrama and
Contemporary Fiction. Routledge, 2007.

Ghosh, Amitav. “Tagore, Ecology and the
Environmental Imagination.” Economic and
Political Weekly, vol. 48, no. 5, 2013, pp. 41-45.
Buell, Lawrence. The Environmental
Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the
Formation of American Culture. Harvard
University Press, 1995.

Glotfelty, Cheryll, and Harold Fromm, eds. The
Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary
Ecology. University of Georgia Press, 1996.
Narasimhaiah, C.D. The Swan and the Eagle:
Essays on Indian English Literature. Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, 1969.

Singh, Suresh Chandra. Rabindranath Tagore
and the Challenges of Today. Concept
Publishing Company, 2011.

Guha, Ramachandra. Environmentalism: A
Global History. Oxford University Press, 2000.
Shiva, Vandana. Staying Alive: Women,
Ecology and Development. Zed Books, 1989.
Mukherjee, Upamanyu Pablo. Postcolonial
Environments: Nature, Culture and the
Contemporary Indian Novel in English.
Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.

ISSN: 3065-7865
Bulletin of Nexus, Volume 2| Issue 8 | August 2025
Website: https.//bnir.us

43


https://bnir.us/

